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CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


MAY MEETING 


Date: Wednesday, May 13, 8:15 p.m. 
Place: Morrison Auditorium 

speaker: Elna Bakker 

Subject: "SUNROOF SAFARI” 


Mrs. Bakker and her husband Gerhard 
spent a period of nine months in Africa, 
travelling some 22,000 miles while visiting 
25 game reserves from Cape Province to 
North Kenya. 
This color film is replete with close- 
ups of over 65 species of birds, "portraits" 
of many wildflowers, and fascinating sequences 
dealing with crocodiles feeding and a lion 
courtship as well as shots of antelope, giraffes, 
and several predators indigenous to the area. 
“SUNROOF SAFARI" was photographed 
by the Bakkers during sabbatical leaves taken 
in 1961-1962. The result is a kaleidoscope of 
the treasury and wealth of the world's greatest 
storehouse of wildlife. 


MORRISON PLANETARIUM 


“INFERNO! THE STORY OF OUR SUN" 
continues through May 3. 

Beginning May 6 and playing through 
May 31: "THE GALILEO STORY", highlights 
of this famed scientist's career including 
graphic demonstrations of many of his great 
contributions to man's knowledge. 

Performances daily at 3:30 p.m., with 
evening shows, Wednesday through Sunday, at 
8:30 p.m.. Extra matinees at 2:00 on Saturday 
and Sunday. The Planetarium is closed 
Monday and Tuesday evenings. 

Admission: Adults, 75¢, Juniors, 40¢. 


SPECIAL EXHIBITS 


Exhibit of the Month: "ORRERY", a 
recent gift to the Academy from Mr. Ralph 
Shermund. Main Foyer, Science Museum. 

“TAHOE WILD FLOWERS", 60 delicate 
watercolor renderings by Caroline R. 
Chickering of San Francisco, These will re- 
main on exhibit in Lovell White Hall of Man 
and Nature through the month of June. 


ee 


"SCIENCE IN ACTION" 


Thursday nights, 7:30 p.m., KTVU-TV, Channel 2 

MAY 7: "THE NEW MATHEMATICS", with Guest 
Scientist Dr. Edward G. Begle, Professor 
of Mathematics, Stanford University. 

MAY 14: "CACTI", with Dr. George E. Lindsay, 
Director, California Academy of Sciences. 

MAY 21: "OCEANARIUM RESEARCH", with William 
F,. Monahan, General Manager; David 
Brown, Curator of Mammals; and John 
Prescott, Curator of Fishes, of Marine- 
land of the Pacific in Los Angeles, 

MAY 28: "MODERN DENTISTRY", with Alvin C. 
Hileman, D.M.D., Periodontist, San 
Francisco. 


NEWS and NOTES .........- 


Ayr the close of the spring semester 
1964, Dr. Robert T. Orr, who divides his 
time as Curator of the Department of Birds 
and Mammals and a full professorship in the 
biology department at the University of San 
Francisco, will retire from the latter position 
and devote his entire efforts to writing and 
research at the Academy. Dr. Orr has been 
on the teaching staff of the University for the 
past twenty-two years and it is with reluctance 
that he relinquishes these duties. However, 
the acceleration of activity felt in both in- 
stitutions has made it impossible for him to 
continue with the present arrangement and the 
desire to continue his work at the Academy 
made this choice necessary. Dr. Orr has 
been associated with the Academy since 1936. 

His latest volume, "The Animal King- 
dom", is due for publication by the Macmillan 
Company in December of this year. 


Through 
grants made possible by the American 
Museum Chapman Fund and by the Academy 
(through the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science), Dr. J. Dan Webster, 
Research Associate, is currently making a 
study of the bird population in the area of 
Zacatecas, Mexico. Assisting him in his ef- 
forts is a young student, Gwilym S. Jones, of 
Hanover College, Hanover, Indiana. 

January and February of 1964 found 
the two men occupied with the winter bird 
population, During this period they collected 
approximately 250 specimens of both birds 
and mammals. They will return this summer 
to extend the project. The collected specimens 
will be divided between the American Museum 
and the Academy. 


Two additional Foucault pen- 
dulums are in the process of construction in the 


Academy's Instrument Shop. One is designated 
for the University of South Florida, and the 
other for the Olin Hall of Science at Macalester 
College, St. Paul, Minnesota. The Academy's 
unusual facility for creating this type of instru- 
ment has become known over the United States. 
The most recent installation was at Hartnell 
College in Salinas, California. 

Including the two pendulums now under- 
way, twelve in all have been fashioned in the 
Shop. 


BARRETT G. HINDES 
October 18, 1897 - March 21, 1964 
The death of Captain Hindes has caused the 
Academy the loss of a loyal and vigorous sup- 
porter, As a member of the board of Trustees 


and most recently as its Treasurer, he gave un- 
stintingly of his considerable abilities. His en- 
thusiasm for the Academy and his warm friend- 
liness will be missed sadly by those who knew 
and admired him. By his having been a friend, 
the Academy is a finer institution. 


March 1964 proved another high point 
in the record of Morrison Planetarium. A 
total audience of 11,285 attended, making this 
the highest March attendance in the history 
of the Theatre of the Stars. It is also inter- 
esting to note that this is the first time that 
the number of attendees has exceeded 10,000 
other than in a summer month with the ex- 
ception of the first three months of the 
Planetarium's operation in 1952-53, and in 
November 1957 when great public interest 
in astronomy was engendered by the launching 
of Sputnik 1. Congratulations are in order 
for everyone concerned! 


Under terms of a 
contract negotiated between the Academy and 
the National Broadcasting Company, the latter 
will be sole representative and distributor for 
the Academy's television series, ''Science in 
Action." 

“Science in Action’, now in its four- 
teenth year on the air, has the distinction of 
having won more awards than any other pro- 
gram of its kind; of having had the longest 
continuous run with the same sponsor (Wells 
Fargo Bank in San Francisco); and of being 
the first science program syndicated nationally 
throughout the country. 

Currently, the program is seen in 13 
American cities. NBC has expressed its 
certitude that this figure will be doubled, 
tripled and possibly quadrupled in a matter 
of months. Hereafter, all "S in A” programs 
will be color telecast. 


(Continued on reverse) 


From the Academy Collections 


The founding of the Academy in 1853 pro- 
vided a depository for many fossil specimens dis- 
covered or obtained by various individuals in the 
state of California and adjacent areas. Many collec- 
tions, large and small, found their way to the 
department known at various times as the Depart- 
ment of Geology, or Paleontology or Conchology. 

Such a depository inevitably fell heir to 
many rare and unique specimens, some of which 
were new to science. Among the type specimens 
housed here were those of Cretaceous age from 
Chico Creek described by John B. Trask, in 1856, 
one of the founders of the Academy. Other type 
specimens were those of Cretaceous and of late 
Tertiary age described by Frank M. Anderson in 
1902 and 1905. 

In the fire of 1906 most of the fossils were 
reduced to rock fragments; others were so badly 
marred that identification of the species was im- 
possible. According to the verbal account of Dr. 
Anderson, then Curator of the Department of In- 
vertebrate Paleontology, as soon as the building had 
cooled sufficiently to enter, he made his way into 
the precarious, charred structure, climbed the 
rickety iron stairs, went to the spot where the type 
specimens had been stored and gathered up the 
specimens. These were later carefully compared 
with published illustrations. As a result, about 
seventy-five types and paratypes, so rescued from 
the ashes, are still extant in the collection of type 
specimens in the Department of Geology. The fossil 
here illustrated, originally described by Anderson 
as Prionotropis branneri, is one of these, of 
Cretaceous age, from near Phoenix, Oregon. 

Portions of the blackened specimen have 
spalled off but the shape, dimensions and observable 
sculpture all agree exactly with the original illus- 
tration of this form, 

A type specimen is invaluable for the iden- 
tification of species. The recovery and preservation 
of even a small number of such types is a valuable 
scientific remnant of the Academy's pre-fire 
collection. 


Leo G. Hertlein 
(Photo by Toshio Asaeda, CAS) 


(News and Notes Continued) 


Literally, the 18 
elegant specimens of golden carp now on dis- 
play in Tank #31 of Steinhart Aquarium are 
flying fish. The beautiful koi (as they are 
known to the Japanese) were flown here from 
Tokyo via Japan Air Lines in oxygen-filled 
plastic bags after having been given tranquili- 
zers to ensure a safe jouney. 

The carp, Carrasius carassius (first 
identified by Linnaeus in 1758), are a gift to 
the Academy from Japan's foremost fish 
breeder, Mr. Ginzaburo Naoi. Mr. Naoi has, 
on previous occasions, given various kinds of 
rare and exotic fish to the Aquarium. The 
newest arrivals range in length from 16 to 
20 inches. One is pure gold in color and 
others are orange with black spots and white 
with red and black spots. 


ann RIDA 


NEW MEMBERS OF THE ACADEMY 


Regular Membership 
Mr. John H. Beac 

Mr. Kenneth 8. Dod 
Dr. E. C. Drescher 
Mr. Willard S, Johnson 
Miss Alice S, Kavanagh 
Mr. Richard Keaton 
Miss Anita L. Laton 


Mrs. Adele R. Nussbaum 
Capt. Violet R. Pfeiffer 

Miss Violet K. Richards 
Mr. Ellison R. Smullen 

Mr. Rolf F. Sollie 

Mrs. Helen M. Sowers 

Dr. George M. Spelman 


Mrs. Elizabeth 5S, Lennon Mr. Kenneth E. Stine 
Mr. Pierre J, Macbeth Mrs. F, J, Tenney 
Mr. H. W. Montague Mrs. Shirley Terry 
Mr. Roland F. Mueller Mr. Charles P. Wing 


Mr. Paul W. Wong 
Family Membership 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Balderston 
Mr. Ivan O, Cawood 

Mr, James R. Dalziel 


Mr. & Mrs. E. LaFazio 
Mr. Frank Lonergan 
Mr. Tim Murphy 


Mr. Robert Hale Mr. James C, Nicholsor 
Mr. David Haynor Mr. Lloyd F. Stansbury 
Miss Jaye Hays Mr. Dana Vance 


Mr. Robert J. Heckly Dr. Laurens P. White 
Mr. & Mrs. R. E. Wickersham 


Life Membership 
Mr. Marcus Mehtonen 


Student Membership 
Lynn Alphson— 
Jon Boot 

William Craig 

Keith Endow 


Denise Malmquist 
Carol Page 
Susan Snodgrass 
Michael Morgan 


Snail ci di did dei 


THE CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
GOLDEN GATE PARK 
SAN FRANCISCO 18 


Open every day of the year 10:00 a.m, to 5;00 p.m. - Admission Free 
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